September 22nd to 24th 2017

Readings, Talks, Workshops, Panel Discussions

David Butler, former education officer at the James
Joyce Centre and author of An Aid to Reading
Ulysses, will be giving a free talk in the one-time
Joyce family residence at 1 Martello Terrace.

Leaving from outside the Harbour Bar at 10:30 sharp
on the morning of Saturday Sept 23rd.
Places are strictly limited, and will be on a
first-come first-served basis.

Poetry & Landscape:
Nessa O’ Mahony in conversation with Geraldine Mitchell and Jane Clarke
Saturday 23rd Sept @ 11.30 upstairs in The Martello Hotel

Nessa O'Mahony is from Dublin. She has published four books of poetry, the
most recent being Her Father's Daughter (Salmon 2014). She produces the
online video podcast The Attic Sessions with her husband, videographer Peter
Salisbury.

Geraldine Mitchell has published three poetry collections, World Without
Maps, Of Birds and Bones, and Mountains for Breakfast (Arlen House). A
previous winner of the Patrick Kavanagh award, she lives outside Louisburgh,
Co. Mayo.

Jane Clarke's first collection, The River, is published by Bloodaxe Books.
Originally from a farm in Roscommon, Jane now lives near Glenmalure, Co.
Wicklow. In 2016 she won the Hennessy Literary Award for Emerging Poetry
with three poems from The River. She also won the inaugural Listowel Writers'
Week Poem of the Year at the Irish Book Awards. The River was shortlisted for
the Royal Society for Literature Ondaatje Award, given for a distinguished work
of fiction or non-fiction evoking the spirit of a place.

To reserve tickets, email: braylitfest@gmail.com Tickets: €10
Photo Credit for Nessa O’ Mahony: Jack Zibluk

Lit Fix: Nuala O’ Connor, Alan McMonagle & Catherine Dunne
Saturday 23rd Sept @ 2pm in Bray Town Hall

Nuala O’Connor AKA Nuala Ní Chonchúir was born in Dublin, she lives in East
Galway. Her fifth short story collection Joyride to Jupiter was published by New
Island in June 2017. Nuala’s third novel, Miss Emily, about the poet Emily
Dickinson, was shortlisted for the Bord Gáis Energy Eason Book Club Novel of
the Year 2015 and longlisted for the 2017 International DUBLIN Literary Award.
Nuala’s fourth novel, Becoming Belle, will be published in
2018. www.nualaoconnor.com

Alan McMonagle has written for radio and published two collections of short
stories (Liar Liar, Wordsonthestreet, 2008 and Psychotic Episodes, Arlen House,
2013). Ithaca, his first novel, has just been published by Picador and was
longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Award for first novels. He lives in Galway.

Catherine Dunne is the author of ten novels, the most recent being The Years
That Followed. The Things We Know Now won the 700th anniversary Giovanni
Boccaccio International Prize for Fiction in 2013 and was shortlisted for the
Eason Novel of the Year at the Irish Book Awards. Catherine’s novels have been
short listed for, among others, the Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year Award
and the Italian Booksellers’ Prize. Her work has been translated into several
languages. She was recently long-listed for the Laureate for Irish Fiction Award
2015. Catherine Dunne lives in Ranelagh.

Poetry: Ones to Watch
Saturday 23rd Sept @ 4pm in The Harbour Bar.

Come and hear readings by three prize-winning poets whose reputations are
fast becoming established on the poetry scene.

Paul Bregazzi is a primary school teacher in West Dublin whose poetry has
been widely published at home and abroad. He has been shortlisted and
awarded for several competitions, among them the Bridport Prize. He was
selected for Poetry Ireland’s Introduction Series 2015 and is the winner of the
Cúirt New Writing Prize for Poetry 2017.
Annemarie Ní Churreáin is a poet and writer from Donegal. She has been
awarded literary fellowships from Akademie Schloss Solitude (Germany), Jack
Kerouac House (Orlando) and Hawthornden Castle (Scotland). In 2016,
Annemarie was the recipient of a Next Generation Artists Award from the Arts
Council of Ireland. In Autumn 2017, Annemarie’s debut collection
‘BLOODROOT’ is being launched by Doire Press.
Eamon McGuinness is from Dublin. His poetry, fiction and memoir have
featured in Boyne Berries, Looking at The Stars, The Honest Ulsterman,
Abridged, Skylight 47, The Bohemyth, Bare Hands Poetry, The Galway Review
and Wordlegs. He has been shortlisted for the Cuirt New Writing Poetry Prize,
longlisted for the Over Edge New Writer of the Year Award and is currently on
the shortlist for the Strokestown International Poetry Prize 2017.
Photo Credit for Annemarie: Enda Rowan

To reserve, email: braylitfest@gmail.com. Tickets: €5

Pre- and Post-Book Launch: A Guide for Authors
Saturday 23rd Sept @ 4pm in The Martello Hotel (upstairs)
(FREE EVENT)

Book publicist Peter O'Connell will guide writers through the process of
preparing for a book launch. Find out what to expect from your
publisher/publicist and what you can do in addition to boost your book's
exposure. As well as increasing sales, the launch of your book is an opportunity
to put yourself forward as a professional writer to a number of potential
employers – literary editors, festival directors, creative writing schools,
universities, and more. Peter will take you step by step through the publicity
process and prepare you for your next launch.

Short Story Writers!
Saturday 23rd Sept @ 5.15pm in The Harbour Bar

Tanya Farrelly is the author of two books: When Black Dogs Sing and The Girl
Behind the Lens. Winner of the Kate O’ Brien Award 2017, her stories are
widely published and have won prizes in numerous competitions. She holds a
PhD in Creative and Critical Writing at Bangor University, Wales. A new novel is
forthcoming from HarperCollins in April 2018.

Martin Malone is the author of seven novels, three short story collections, a
memoir, several radio plays and a stage play. His latest book is This Cruel
Station, Stories, published by Doire Press, 2017.

Órfhlaith Foyle is the author of Belios, a novel - Lilliput Press. Arlen House has
published her poetry collection Red Riding Hood's Dilemma and her two short
story collections, Somewhere in Minnesota and Clemency Browne Dreams of
Gin. She is writing her next novel.

To reserve, email: braylitfest@gmail.com Tickets: €10

Writing Across the Genre
Saturday 23rd Sept @ 7.30pm in Bray Town Hall

Mary O’Donnell is a widely-published poet and fiction writer. Her seventh
poetry collection, Those April Fevers, was published in 2015 (Arc Publications).
She has also written four novels and two collections of short fiction. The first
full critical volume of essays on her work, Giving Shape to the Moment: the Art
of Mary O’Donnell, Poet, Short-story writer, Novelist, will be published in 2018.
She is a member of Aosdana.
David Butler’s most recent novel, City of Dis, was shortlisted for the Irish Novel
of the Year, 2015. His play, Blue Love, was a winner of the British Theatre
Challenge in 2016, while his second poetry collection, All the Barbaric Glass,
was published earlier this year by Doire Press.
John MacKenna is the author nineteen books - fiction, biography, memoir and
poetry. He also works as an actor and playwright. He is a winner of the Irish
Times; Hennessy and C Day Lewis awards and a Jacobs radio award for his
documentary series with Leonard Cohen.
Kelly Creighton's story collection, Bank Holiday Hurricane, will be published by
Doire Press in September 2017. Her début novel, The Bones of It, was
published by Liberties Press in 2015. She has been runner-up for the McLaverty
Award and shortlisted for a number of fiction and poetry prizes. She is the
founding editor of The Incubator literary journal.
To book, email: braylitfest@gmail.com Tickets: €10

Saturday’s Grand Finale: Bray Arts Journal launch, Writing groups:
Abraxis & Little Bray, and GIANT Open Mic with BeRn
September 23rd @ 8pm in The Royal Hotel (ballroom)
Bray Arts Journal features both established and up-and-coming writers
alongside original artwork. A selection of readers from the latest issue will read
their work at this launch hosted by Bray Literary Festival.
Bray Arts was founded in 1996 to promote and develop the idea that art is for
everyone in the community and to provide established and emerging artists
with a platform to present new works in a supportive and appreciative
environment. Events run once a month at the Martello Hotel. You can find
details on www.brayarts.com and Facebook.

Abraxas writers group is the longest established in Bray and continues to
welcome new members. Composed of published and emerging writers it gives
encouragement as well as positive feedback at weekly meetings. Mondays
Time: 8.00. Ardmore bar. Main St. Bray.
Little Bray writers meet in the Fassaroe community centre on Tuesday
mornings. Talented and well organised, they continue to publish their own
collections of work. They have pieces publicly displayed in Bray station and
perform public readings in local venues.
Come and listen to selected readers from both groups at Bray Literary Festival.

GIANT Open Mic with BeRn.
Join singer-songwriter and poet BeRn for an eclectic mix of both literary and
musical talent at Bray Literary Festival’s Giant Open Mic. Participants must sign
up to read/play on the night, so it’s advisable to arrive early if you would like to
take part. This event is FREE for all and should be incredible craic and a great
way to round off your Saturday at the festival.

FREE EVENT

Bray Literary Festival’s CHILDREN’S EVENTS:

Children’s Talk and Reading with local author Jackie Burke
Saturday 23rd September @ 11-11.45am in Colaiste Raithin

Join local children's writer Jackie Burke, author of “The Secrets
of Grindlewood” series for a fun-filled talk and first reading
from her new book, “Othelia’s Orb”, the fifth and final
instalment in the popular Grindlewood series. Jackie will tell you
all about how she became a writer, the story of Grindlewood,
the inspiration for the series and especially the characters,
writing tips to help children write their own book and lots, lots
more. The session will finish up with a lively Q & A, which is
always fun. All the children will receive the latest Grindlewood
poster and bookmark. It will last about 45 minutes and is suited
for children aged 8-11 years of age.

Childrens’ Reading and Workshop with Alan Nolan
Saturday 23rd @ 12.45pm in The Martello Hotel

Dippy about dogs? Mad about manatees? Crackers for koalas?
Join Alan Nolan for a fun Brain-Swap workshop where you can
imagine yourself as your favourite animal, join in on drawing
demos and make your own mini comic!

Alan Nolan is the author and illustrator of the hurling novel
Fintan's Fifteen, and Conor's Caveman, a book about a boy and a
girl who find a caveman frozen in ice, for the O’Brien Press. His
latest book, Sam Hannigan’s Woof Week, about a girl who
gets brain-swapped with a dog, is out now. Alan lives in Bray,
County Wicklow with his wife, three sons and a cat called
Chewie.

Poetry Café
Sunday 24th Sept @ 11am in Finnbees Kitchen (seafront)

Anne Tannam is a Dublin poet. She’s published two collections: ‘Take This Life’
(WordsOnTheStreet 2011) and ‘Tides Shifting Across My Sitting Room Floor’
(Salmon Poetry 2017). Also a spoken word artist, Anne has performed at
festivals and events around Ireland including Lingo, Electric Picnic, Bloom and
Cúirt. Anne is co-founder of the weekly Dublin Writers’ Forum and in October
2016 was writer-in-residence at Chennai Mathematical Institute in India.
Stephanie Conn, a former teacher and graduate of the MA programme at the
Seamus Heaney Centre, won the Yeovil Poetry Prize, Funeral Service NI prize,
and the inaugural Seamus Heaney Award for New Writing. Her first collection,
‘The Woman on the Other Side’ is published by Doire Press and was shortlisted
for the Shine/Strong Award for best first collection. Her pamphlet ‘Copeland’s
Daughter’ won the Poetry Business Pamphlet Competition and is published by
Smith/Doorstep. Her new collection will also be published by Doire Press in
2018.
Noel Duffy was born in Dublin. His debut poetry collection In the Library of
Lost Objects appeared in 2011 and was shortlisted for the Shine/Strong Award
for best first collection by an Irish Poet. His third collection Summer Rain was
published in autumn 2016. His work has been published widely in journals in
Ireland and abroad and has been broadcast on RTE Radio 1 and BBC Radio 4.
Photo Credit for Noel Duffy: Mark Granier

To book, email: braylitfest@gmail.com Tickets: €10

Free Panel Discussion and Q&A
Sunday 24th Sept, 12.30-13.30 in the Harbour Bar

Tony Daly will be in conversation with youth worker Dermot O’Brien
and photographer Elena Hermosa, from the team that produced the 7th
edition of 80-20 Development in an Unequal World, a reader in key
international development, human rights and sustainable development
issues and ideas, co-published by the New Internationalist and 80:20
Educating and Acting for a Better World. More info www.8020.ie

Lady Killers
Sunday 24th Sept @ 2pm in Bray Town Hall

Arlene Hunt is the author of eight novels and works as a reviewer for RTE’s
Arena. Her next novel, The Sweethearts Killer, is due for release in November
2017. She lives in Dublin with her husband and dog, Archer.

Sam Blake is a pseudonym for Vanessa Fox O'Loughlin, the founder of The
Inkwell Group publishing consultancy and the national writing resources
website Writing.ie. Her debut novel, Little Bones spent eight weeks in the Irish
top 10, with four weeks in the Number 1 slot. In Deep Water, the second in the
series, is out now.

Louise Phillips, is the author of four bestselling crime novels. She is the winner
of numerous literary awards, including Best Irish Crime Novel of the Year. Last
year, she was longlisted for the CWA Dagger in the Library, and is the recipient
of both art bursaries and residencies for literature. A judge for the EU Literary
Award, her debut novel, RED RIBBONS, was published to critical acclaim in the
US in 2016. She is currently working on her latest novel.

To book, email: braylitfest@gmail.com Tickets: €10

Prose: Ones to Watch!
Sunday 24th September @ 4pm in The Harbour Bar

Niall McArdle is a Dublin writer, blogger and critic. In 2016 he was nominated
for the Hennessy Literary Awards and the Francis MacManus Short Story
Competition, and in 2017 he was longlisted for the Fish Short Story Prize and
the Colm Tóibín Short Story Award. His work has appeared in Phoenix Irish
Short Stories, the Irish Times, Banshee, Spontaneity, and Honest Ulsterman,
and has been broadcast on RTÉ Radio. He writes about culture for
2paragraphs.com and tweets at @ragingfluff

Doreen Duffy studied creative writing at Oxford University online, at UCD and
at NUI Maynooth. Her work has been published internationally. She won The
Jonathan Swift Award and was delighted to be presented with The Deirdre
Purcell Cup by the Maria Edgeworth Literary Festival.

Adam Trodd’s fiction and poetry have appeared in publications such as The
Irish Times, The Incubator Journal, Crannóg, Banshee, The Molotov Cocktail,
and The Caterpillar. He was shortlisted for the 2015 Bath Flash Fiction Award
and has pieces in the 2016 and 2017 National Flash-Fiction Day Anthologies. He
lives and works in Dublin.Twitter: @A_Trodd
Web:http://blankpageworrier.blogspot.ie/

To book, email: braylitfest@gmail.com

Tickets: €5

Song Stitchers: Songwriters’ in the Round
Sunday 24th September @ 5.15pm in The Harbour Bar

Take a break from all the readings and enjoy music by four superb musicians!
BeRn: “A real colourful individual with her saucy, unusual, punky, spicy, joyful
poems and songs”* Singer/songwriter & poet, BeRn calls her stuff ‘Frock’; an
eloquent mix of folk, punk angst, rock ‘n’ roll, feminism, ire, laughter and
irrepressible spirit. She has shared stages with Martha Wainwright, Patti Smith,
and Shane Mc Gowan. To date Bern has recorded 3 albums. In 2016 she toured
her show EASTOGEN RISING around the country.
Keith Burke hails from the coastal town of Skerries in County Dublin, Ireland.
THESE BOYS is his third studio album. Burke has been performing in Dublin for
over 10 years and has also played concerts in Germany, Egypt, Lebanon, the
United States and throughout Ireland. www.keithburke.com
Rachael McCormack is from North Dublin. Her debut album THIS IS MY
IDENTITY was released in June 2013. She is about to release her 2nd album
entitled SONGS FROM A SCRAPBOOK in summer 2017. She has gigged with
Paddy Casey, and Mary Coughlan, and played at festivals such as Electric picnic
and Dublin soul festival.
Mark Flynn (The Blood Red Mountain Band) The band’s last album FAR FROM
DAYLIGHT debuted at number one in the iTunes charts to critical acclaim. Since
that project ended, Mark has spent the year working on solo material for
release in 2018. Expect to hear his trademark high vocal and gutsy guitar at a
quality venue near you soon.

To book, email: braylitfest@gmail.com

Tickets: €10

Voices from the Edge
Sunday 24th September @ 7.30pm in Bray Town Hall

Liz Quirke lives in Spiddal, Co Galway with her wife and daughters. Her poetry
has been widely published. She won the 2017 Listowel Writers' Week Originals
Short Poem Prize, 2016 Dromineer Flash Fiction Prize and was nominated for
the Hennessy Emerging Poetry Award in 2016. Her debut collection The
Biology of Mothering will be published in Spring 2018 by Salmon Poetry.
Liz McManus is a novelist and short fiction writer. Her second novel A Shadow
in the Yard was published in 2015 to critical acclaim. Her awards include
Listowel and Irish Pen Short Story awards and the Hennessy Award for New
Irish Writing. She is currently working on her third novel New Light.
Lisa Harding is an actress, playwright and novelist. She completed an MPhil in
creative writing at Trinity College Dublin in 2014. Short stories have been
published in the Dublin Review, Headstuff and Bath short story anthology.
Plays have been performed at the Project Theatre, Theatre 503 and Battersea
Arts Centre. Harvesting is her first novel.
Arnold Thomas Fanning’s short stories and essays have been published in the
Dublin Review, Banshee, The Irish Times, Crazyhorse, The Phoenix Anthology of
New Irish Writing & have been broadcast on BBC Radio 4 and RTÉ Radio 1. His
play McKenna’s Fort won the Oscar Wilde Award for Best New Writing at the
13th International Dublin Gay Theatre Festival.
To book, email: braylitfest@gmail.com Tickets: €10

WRITING WORKSHOPS:
Saturday 23rd September 2017
POETRY: SOUNDING IT OUT
Colaiste Raithin 11:00 – 12:30pm; €10
This one-off workshop is for anyone interested in how poetry works, sounds and looks on
the page and to coax and encourage you to produce the best work you can in a friendly,
helpful atmosphere. Recognising that poetry is a solitary art this workshop is intended to
polish your poetry, kick start you if need be and encourage you along the way if you are
already producing work. For beginners and practitioners alike.
Jean O’Brien is an award-winning poet whose fifth collection, New &
Selected-Fish on a Bicycle was published by Salmon Pub. (2016). She holds
an M. Phil from TCD and tutors in creative writing/poetry in places as diverse
as the Irish Writers’ Centre, Schools, Libraries, Prisons etc.
To book a place contact Jean directly: jeanvobrien@gmail.com

WRITE FOR THE STAGE!
Mermaid Theatre 11:30 – 1:00pm; €10, 12 places only
Drama is the most challenging of all genres. In this workshop we’ll examine: how and where
to begin; creating character; dramatic dialogue; power-relationships; and managing tension.
David Butler is a full-time author whose plays have been winners of the
Cork Arts Theatre Award, the Scottish Community Drama Award, the
Bray One-Act Festival and British Theatre Challenge, and have been
broadcast on RTE Radio One. His published works include novels, poetry
and short stories as well as drama.
To book a place contact David directly: elguapo@eircom.net

WRITING FROM LIFE: MEMOIR & POETRY FROM LIVED EXPERIENCE
Colaiste Raithin 11:00 – 12:30pm; €10
This is a workshop for all writers whether starting out or well on their way. We will focus on
the imaginative use of life experience in creative nonfiction (memoir, life-writing) and in
other forms. Learn tips for capturing incident and turning-points and refiguring these as
scenes or as stories in themselves. Manage characters from life into
believable literary creations. You will come away with a cache of good ideas
and ways forward as well as with some writing underway!
Siobhan Campbell is an award-winning poet and writer. Her latest book is
‘Heat Signature’ from Seren Press and she edited the biography of author
Kathleen Coyle, ‘The Magical Realm.’ Winner of the Oxford Brookes
International Poetry Prize, Siobhan works in memoir and life-writing with all kinds of writers,
often editing work for future publication.
To book a place contact Siobhan directly: campbellsiobhan@rocketmail.com

WRITING WORKSHOPS:
Sunday 24th September 2017
KICKSTART YOUR WRITING
Colaiste Raithin 11:00 – 12:30pm; €10
Suitable for writers of all levels, this workshop aims to send you home with early drafts of
up to 6 new poems or prose pieces. Working in a supportive, friendly environment, we will
use prompts and writing exercises to generate new work.
Breda Wall Ryan lives in Bray, Co Wicklow. Language, nature and
mythology are driving forces in her poetry which has been widely
published, translated and broadcast. Among her many awards are The
Gregory O’Donoghue International Poetry Prize and iYeats Poetry Prize.
In 2016, In a Hare’s Eye (Doire Press) won the Shine/Strong Award for a
first collection.
To book a place contact Breda directly: bredawallryan@gmail.com

HOW TO WRITE FICTION THAT COMES ALIVE
Colaiste Raithin 11:00 – 12:30pm; €10
During this short workshop we will focus on how to maximise on PLOT & create pageturning CHARACTERS. The session is suitable for beginners through to published writers.
Patricia O’Reilly writes fiction and non-fiction, is an expert on Irish
designer Eileen Gray, and lectures on writing in UCD and elsewhere. Her
current focus is on historical fiction. The Interview, set in Paris in 1972, is
her latest book. Her short stories are published widely-published and
anthologised. In her time, she has been a freelance feature writer for
newspapers and magazines, creator of radio documentaries, plays and
scores of Sunday Miscellany pieces.
To book a place contact Patricia directly: patricia@patriciaoreilly.net

THE POWER OF THE PEN: Read and write your way to Positive Mental Health.
Colaiste Raithin 11:00 – 12:30pm; €10
In this fun and interactive workshop, Cat will teach you the techniques and tools for a
positive outlook on life. She’ll help you find your own inner voice to express yourself the
way you want to. Literature and poetry will also be thrown into the mix and examined for
their therapeutic value.
Cat Hogan is a novelist from Wexford where she lives with her partner
and two boys. Her debut novel They All Fall Down (2016), published by
Poolbeg Press, is an Irish Times, Amazon UK and Amazon US bestseller
and was shortlisted for The Annie McHale Debut Novel of the Year.‘There
Was a Crooked Man’- the second novel and sequel will be published in
September 2017 (Poolbeg).
To book a place contact Cat directly: catherina.hogan78@gmail.com
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