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    FRIDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 

 

BRAY TOWN HALL: 7.30PM 

Join Bray Literary Festival this culture night for an evening of poetry, stories and song. 

Traditional story-teller John Carew will regale his audience with his dark and humorous 
tales, while local harpist Rachel Duffy is set to perform some haunting melodies. We will 
also hear the winning poems and stories from our Bray Literary Festival competitions, along 
with readings from young writers from the Glencree Fighting Words group. 

John Carew is a seanchaí and poet. He lives in Lough Gur Co 
Limerick and has always been fascinated by Old Ireland, World 
War 1 and the legends of Lough Gur. His works are performed 
from memory in the seanchaí style. In 2017 he was seanchaí 
for the Kanturk art festival. He was also awarded 2nd place in 
the Gab storytelling competition, and was winner of the 
Limerick Fleadh Gheoil storytelling competition and December 
Jailbreak Session. 

 

Rachel Duffy is a harpist from Bray. She has a First Class Honours 

Degree in Music Education from Trinity College and the RIAM where 

she studied harp with Áine Ní Dhubhghaill. She’s won prizes at 

Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann and the Feis Ceoil and has performed in 

numerous venues and festivals such as the Urban Fleadh and 

TradAsh Fest. She has appeared on Wicklow TV, RTÉ and TV3 and in 

2016, she performed at the TG4 Gradam Ceoil Concert with Cairde 

na Cruite. Rachel plays in the National Folk Orchestra and teaches 

the harp in Bray CCÉ where she leads a harp ensemble.  

 

Fighting Words provides free tutoring and mentoring in 

creative writing and related arts to as many children, young 

adults and adults with special needs as we can reach. Our 

programmes and workshops are delivered mainly by volunteer writing tutors. A selection of 

young readers will read their work at tonight’s event. 

http://www.fightingwords.ie/


TWO LAUNCHES 

Friday 28th September 

Bray Town Hall 6.30pm 

 

Bray Arts will launch volume 24 of the Bray Arts Journal 

edited by Michael O’ Reilly. This journal includes stories, 

poems and artwork from local and national writers and 

artists. We will hear from a selection of contributors to 

the latest edition of the journal. 

Founded in 1996 Bray Arts is a forum for arts 

practitioners and anyone with an interest in the arts. 

The next Bray Arts Show will take place on Oct 1st in the 

Martello Hotel, Bray. 

 

 

Students from the MA and MFA Programmes at UCD 

will launch their latest anthology.  

The MA in Creative Writing builds on the well-

established commitment of the UCD School of English, 

Drama and Film to fostering and supporting new 

writing. The university has long been associated with 

some of Ireland’s greatest writers, including James Joyce, Flann O’Brien, Mary 

Lavin, Anthony Cronin, John McGahern, Neil Jordan, Conor McPherson, Marina 

Carr, Colm Tóibín, Emma Donoghue, Maeve Binchy and many others. There are 

over thirty full-time members of staff with expertise ranging from Old English 

to contemporary literature and drama and a number of practising writers, 

including the distinguished playwright, Frank McGuinness. 
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WHAT’S HOT IN IRISH WRITING? 

MERMAID ARTS CENTRE, FRIDAY 28 Sept 8pm  

 

What’s new and exciting on the Irish writing scene? Who are the writers to watch? What 

new opportunities are there for publication? Whether you’re a reader or writer, join 

celebrated authors Anne Enright (Man Booker winner and former Fiction Laureate), Paul 

Lynch (Black Snow; Grace) and Danielle McLaughlin (Dinosaurs on Other Planets) and 

leading publishers Alan Hayes (Arlen House) and Declan Meade (Stinging Fly) for a 

fascinating night of readings, insights and discussion.  

Former Irish Fiction Laureate and Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Literature, Anne Enright’s is the author of a number of acclaimed 

novels, most recently The Green Road, short stories and a 

memoir on her motherhood. Her novel The Gathering won the 

2007 Man Booker Prize. 

 

Danielle McLaughlin’s stories have 

appeared in newspapers and magazines such as The Stinging Fly, 

The Irish Times, Southword, and The New Yorker.  Her debut 

collection of short stories Dinosaurs on Other Planets was 

published in Ireland by The Stinging Fly Press in 2015, in the UK 

(John Murray) and US (Random House) in 2016.  

 

Paul Lynch is the prize-winning author of three novels. His novel 

GRACE won the 2018 Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year and was 

shortlisted for the Walter Scott Prize; THE BLACK SNOW won the 

French booksellers’ prize Prix Libr’à Nous for Best Foreign Novel, 

and RED SKY IN MORNING was a finalist in France for the Prix du 

Meilleur Livre Étranger (Best Foreign Book Prize). 

 

Alan Hayes has run Arlen House, one of Ireland’s 

leading feminist publishing houses, since 2000. 

Declan Meade is founder and editor of the 

celebrated Stinging Fly Press, which this year 

celebrates twenty years. 
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BRAY LITERARY LECTURES 

 Professional Development for Writers  

Saturday 29th Sept @ 11.30am in Bray Town Hall  

   

  

Bray Literary Festival in partnership with WORDS Ireland, with support from 

Wicklow County Arts Office, present two lectures by leading Irish Writers:  

In two 30-minute lectures, Sean O’Reilly and Jan Carson reflect on the breadth 

of possibilities and potential challenges the writer faces when approaching 

new work or continuing a work in progress.   

In a talk called Safewords, Sean will address the question of whether formal 

problems in the drafting stage of a piece of work may be linked to the writer's 

own personal limits.   

Sean O' Reilly was born in Derry. He has published a collection of short stories, 

Curfew and Other Stories (2000) and three novels, Love and Sleep (2002), The 

Swing of Things (2004) and Watermark (2005). Levitation, a new collection of 

stories, was published by Stinging Fly Press in 2017. He is a member of 

Aosdána.    

Jan will deliver a lecture on imagination – the opportunities for unrestricted 

invention and creation, and the challenges of creating verisimilitude for 

seemingly improbable characters, situations and events.   

Jan Carson is a writer based in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Her first novel, 

Malcolm Orange Disappears was published by Liberties Press in 2014, followed 

by a short story collection, Children’s Children in 2016. Her flash fiction 

anthology, Postcard Stories was published by the Emma Press in 2017. Her 

novel, The Fire Starters, will be published by Doubleday in early 2019.        



LIT FIX 

Saturday 29th Sept @ 1pm in Bray Town Hall 

 

           

 

Catherine Dunne is the author of ten novels, the most recent being The Years 
That Followed. The Things We Know Now won the 700th anniversary Giovanni 
Boccaccio International Prize for Fiction in 2013 and was shortlisted for the 
Eason Novel of the Year at the Irish Book Awards. She has also published one 
work of non-fiction: a social history of Irish immigrants in London, called An 
Unconsidered People. Catherine’s novels have been short listed for, among 
others, the Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year Award and the Italian 
Booksellers’ Prize. Her work has been translated into several languages. In 
2015, she was long-listed for the first Laureate for Irish Fiction Award. 

 

Neil Hegarty was born in Derry and studied English at Trinity College Dublin, 
receiving his PhD in 1998. He is the author of the authorised biography of 
David Frost and of The Story of Ireland. Inch Levels is his first novel and was 
shortlisted for the Kerry Group Novel of the Year Award in association with 
Listowel Writers’ Week. 

 

 

Photo Credits: Catherine Dunne by Noel Hillis & Neil Hegarty by photo Claire Newman Williams 



NORTHERN VOICES  

Saturday 29th Sept @ 2.30pm in Bray Town Hall 

 

 

 
Maureen Boyle’s debut poetry collection The Work of a Winter is published by Arlen House 
Press.  She won the Ireland Chair of Poetry Prize; the Fish Short Memoir Prize and the 
inaugural Ireland Chair of Poetry Travel Bursary. She taught Creative Writing with the Open 
University for ten years and teaches English in St Dominic’s Grammar School, Belfast.   
 
Ruth Carr is a tutor, editor and poet. She edited  The Female Line in 1985; compiled a 
section of  The Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing 2001; co-edited The Honest Ulsterman  
and is a founding member of Word of Mouth Poetry Collective. Feather and Bone is her 
third collection and focuses on the lives of Dorothy Wordsworth and May-Anne McCracken. 
 
Medbh McGuckian won the Rooney Prize, the American Ireland Fund Literary Award, 
England’s National Poetry Competition and the Forward Prize for Best Poem.  She has 
published fifteen collections with Gallery Press. She taught Creative Writing at the Seamus 
Heaney Centre at Queens and is a member of Aosdána. Love, the Magician is published by 
Arlen House Press. 
 
Maria McManus is a poet and playwright.  She has collaborated extensively with other 
artists to create Cirque des Oiseaux, DUST, and LabelLit.  She facilitates XBorders for the 
Irish Writers’ Centre and Under the Skin for the Seamus Heaney Home Place.  She is curator 
of Ireland’s only Poetry Jukebox.  Available Light by Arlen House Press is Maria’s third full 
collection of poetry.   
 
 
 
Photo Credit: John D’Arcy 



 

WICKLOW VOICES 

Saturday 29th Sept @ 4pm in The Harbour Bar           

 

Mary Rose Callaghan has written nine novels, 
including Billy, Come Home,(2007) and A Bit of a 
Scandal (2009). She is also a playwright, biographer, 
and an award-winning short story writer. Her 
memoir, The Deep End, was published recently by the 
University of Delaware Press. She is currently working 
on a new novel, and lives in Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

 

 

Carmen Cullen was Head of English in Coláiste 
Dhúlaigh. Her publications include, Class Acts, Drama. 
Sky of Kites and Under the Eye of the Moon, Poetry. 
Her novels published by Liberties Press are Two 
Sisters Singing, 2013 and Hello Love, 2017. She was 
awarded an M.Phil in Creative Writing, Trinity, 2009  
and has toured with her show Hello Delia Murphy 
since 2009 

 

Sue Leonard has worked on eight books as a ghost-
writer, including the number one bestsellers:  
Whispering Hope, the True Story of the Magdalene 
Women, (Orion 2015,) and An Act of Love with Marie 
Fleming, (Hachette Ireland, 2014) A fulltime freelance 
journalist, Sue writes the ‘Beginner’s Pluck’ book 
column for the Irish Examiner, and the Debut 
Roundup Column for Books Ireland. 

 

 

 



 

LITERARY SALON 1 

Saturday 29th Sept @ 5.30pm in The Harbour Bar 

 

 

 

Phyl Herbert lives in Dublin. The Price of Desire, a collection of short stories published in 
2016 by Arlen House was shortlisted in prestigious competitions including The Kate O’Brien 
and Bord Gáis, ‘Story of the Year.’ Phyl is presently working on a novel. 
 
Phil Lynch’s poetry has appeared in various literary journals and anthologies. He was a 
runner-up in the iYeats Poetry Competition (2014) has been shortlisted in a number of other 
competitions. He is a member of Dalkey Writers Workshop. His collection In a Changing 
Light (Salmon Poetry) was published in 2016. 
 
Rosemary Jenkinson is a short story writer/playwright from Belfast and was 2017 artist-in-
residence at the Lyric. Her short story collections are Contemporary Problems Nos. 53 &54, 
Aphrodite’s Kiss and Catholic Boy (published by Doire Press 2018). Martina Evans’ recent 
Irish Times review of Catholic Boy extolled it for ‘an elegant wit, terrific characterization and 
an absolute sense of her own particular Belfast’. 

Edward O’Dwyer is a writer from Limerick. He has published two collections of poetry to 
date – The Rain on Cruise’s Street (Salmon Poetry, 2014), which was Highly Commended in 
the Forward Prizes, and Bad News, Good News, Bad News (Salmon Poetry, 2017). Cheat 
Sheets (Truth Serum Press, 2018) is his first published book of fiction. 

Kate Ennals is a poet and short story writer. Her work has been published in many journals 
including Crannog, Skylight 47, and the Honest Ulsterman. Her first collection of poetry At 
The Edge was published in 2015 and her second, Threads in April 2018.  runs poetry and 
writing workshops, and organises At The Edge, Cavan, a literary reading evening, funded by 
the Cavan Arts Office.  

Emma McKervey’s debut collection The Rag Tree Speaks was published by Doire Press in 
Autumn 2017.  Her worked is widely published in Ireland and the UK as well as 
internationally. Her work has been described by Damian Smyth of the  NI Arts Council as 
‘small everyday miracles’ 

Ailie Blunnie is a musician from Leitrim. Part chamber-pop, part folktronica, her début 
album West to the Evening Sun was released in late 2017: “a tour de force of masterful 
songwriting, which pushes the boundaries, both sonically and lyrically” (Róisín Dwyer, Hot 
Press).         Photo of Ailie: Pookadubh 



♪♫  MUSICAL SOIREE at JOYCE’S CHILDHOOD HOME  ♫♪ 

Saturday Sept 29th, from 20:00  

 

Join author and former lecturer David Butler and pianist Eoin Tierney for a musical odyssey 

through the works of James Joyce in the atmospheric Joyce family home at 1 Martello Terrace, 

scene of the famous Christmas dinner scene in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. The 

event is FREE but booking is essential. 

 

In a former life, Bray-based author David Butler worked as 

Education Officer at the James Joyce Centre in Dublin, where 

in addition to giving lectures, tours and talks, he published the 

popular guide An Aid to Reading Ulysses. Other publications 

include the novels The Last European, The Judas Kiss and City 

of Dis, the short story collection No Greater Love, and the 

poetry collections Via Crucis and All the Barbaric Glass.  

 

 

Eoin Tierney is a pianist and organist from Dublin. A Masters graduate 

of Maynooth University, he studied piano with Leonora Carney and 

organ with Peter Sweeney. Eoin is a full-time teacher, lecturer and 

accompanist, working at Kylemore Music Centre and DIT Conservatory 

of Music and Drama. He has given concerts at several venues in Dublin 

and in the USA as a soloist and accompanist. He particularly enjoys 

improvisation and arrangement of Irish airs for piano. 

 

 



PEACEKEEPERS 

Sunday 30th Sept @ 11.30am in Bray Town Hall 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Whether your definition of post-conflict literature starts with Virgil’s Aeneid. (20 BC) or The 

Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien (1990), word and verse have always been a way for 

humans to process war and its fallout.  Recent conflicts in the Middle East and Afghanistan 

are no exception, producing poetry and short fiction collections by artists from American 

poet Brian Turner (Here, Bullet 2005), to Iraqi short story writer Hassan Blassim (The 

Madman of Freedom Square, 2009). Last year, Bray Literary Festival featured Ireland’s 

contemporary war author Martin Malone.   

For 2018, we present two new voices in the genre published by Doire Press:  Peacekeeper, 

the debut collection from poet Michael J. Whelan and Ferenji, a themed short fiction 

collection by Helena Mulkerns. 

  
Whelan served as a Peacekeeper with the Irish Defense Forces in the Middle East and 
Kosovo, and Helena Mulkerns served as a UN Press Officer in peacekeeping missions in 
Central America, Africa and Afghanistan.  As with most post-conflict literature, a blend of 
pragmatism, heartbreak, idealism and despair is evident in both books.  For this event, Bray-
based Human Rights advocate Tony Daly invites poet and author to read from their work, 
followed by a conversation on its themes and influences. 

 

 

 

Photo credit: Helena Mulkerns by Conor Horgan 



ACROSS THE GENRE  

Sunday 30th Sept @ 1pm in Bray Town Hall  

  

            

Mary O’Donnell is one of Ireland’s best known contemporary authors. Her 

poetry collections include Unlegendary Heroes and Those April Fevers (Ark 

Publications). Four novels include Where They Lie (2014) and her best-selling 

debut novel The Light Makers, reissued last year by 451 Editions. A volume of 

essays, Giving Shape to the Moment: the Art of Mary O’Donnell appeared from 

Peter Lang last June, and her new fiction collection, Empire, a Novella and Six 

Stories was published by Arlen House in July. Member of Aosdána. 

www.maryodonnell.com  

Richard Krawiec’s most recent novel, Vulnerables, was just published in 

France, where he is due to make appearances in Paris, Bordeaux and Toulouse. 

He has published two other novels, Time Sharing and Faith in What?, along 

with a short story collection: And Fools of God, and four plays. He has also 

published three books of poetry, most recently Women Who Loved Me 

Despite.  He has been awarded fellowships from the National Endowment for 

the Arts, the NC Arts Council, and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. He is 

founder of Jacar Press.  

Jack Harte has written two novels and four collections of stories which have 

been translated into twelve languages and published internationally. He has 

also had three plays produced in theatres in Dublin and around Ireland as well 

as in a Greek amphitheatre. He founded the Irish Writers Centre and the Irish 

Writers Union. The Jack Harte Bursary, a two-week fully-resourced writer-in- 

residence bursary offered by the Irish Writers Centre and the Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre is named in his honour. More info: www.jackharte.com 

http://www.jackharte.com/


CRIME WATCH 

Declan Burke interrogates Anthony J Quinn & Andrea Carter 

Sunday 30th Sept @ 2.30pm in Bray Town Hall 

 

Declan Burke is the author of six novels. Eightball 
Boogie (2003), Absolute Zero Cool (2011) and 
Slaughter’s Hound (2012) were shortlisted in the 
crime fiction section for the Irish Book Awards. 
Absolute Zero Cool received the Goldsboro Award for 
Best Humorous Crime Novel in 2012. He is also the 
editor of Down These Green Streets (2011) and 
Trouble is Our Business (2016), and the co-editor, 
with John Connolly, of Books to Die For (2013). He 
blogs at http://crimealwayspays.blogspot.ie/ 

 

Anthony J Quinn is the author of seven novels, 
including Undertow, his latest, published in June. His 
debut novel Disappeared was a Daily Mail Crime 
Novel of the Year, and was also picked by the Sunday 
Times as one of the best books of the year. It was 
shortlisted for a Strand Literary Award in the US. 

 

 

Andrea Carter studied law at Trinity College Dublin, 
practising as both a solicitor and barrister before 
turning to write crime novels. She is the author of the 
Inishowen Mysteries, most recently The Well of Ice. 
Her books are published in the UK, Germany and the 
US, and have recently been optioned for television. 
Murder at Greysbridge will be published in October. 

 

 



ONES TO WATCH 

Sunday 30th Sept @ 4pm in The Harbour Bar 

 

     

Our Ones to Watch event is a showcase for both debut and emerging talent.  

 

Ruth McKee was nominated for Hennessy New Irish Writer 2018, shortlisted 
for The Mairtin Crawford Award 2018, and previously for the Francis 
MacManus Short Story Competition. She was joint winner of the IWC Novel 
Fair 2015. She works for Doire Press, contributes to The Irish Times and edits 
spontaneity.org. Now birthing a second novel, The Day I Die. 
 
Rachel Coventry’s poetry has appeared in many journals including Poetry 
Ireland Review, The SHop, and Cyphers. Her debut collection Afternoon 
Drinking in the Jolly Butchers (Salmon Poetry) was short-listed for the Patrick 
Kavanagh. The title poem won the Galway University Hospitals Arts Trust 
Annual Poetry Competition She is currently completing a doctorate on 
philosophical poetics at NUIG. 
 
Maurice Devitt, winner of the 2015 Trocaire/Poetry Ireland Competition, has 
been runner-up or shortlisted in Listowel, Cuirt, Patrick Kavanagh, Interpreter’s 
House and Cork Literary Review. He is curator of the Irish Centre for Poetry 
Studies site, chairperson of the Hibernian Writers’ Group and has a debut 
collection forthcoming from Doire Press in 2018. 
 
Rosamund Taylor won Mairtín Crawford Award at the Belfast Book Festival in 
2017. She has been nominated for a Forward Prize, and twice short-listed for 
the Montreal International Poetry Prize. Widely published, her work has 
appeared, or is forthcoming, in publications such as Agenda, Banshee, Magma 
and Poetry Ireland Review. 
 

http://spontaneity.org/


LITERARY SALON 2 

Sunday 30th Sept @ 5.30pm in The Harbour Bar 

 

 

Conor Bowman was born a long time ago and used to look like this photograph. He has 

written four novels and a two collections of short stories. His latest novel, Horace Winter 

Says Goodbye, was published in 2017. He is left-handed and once stood Samuel Beckett up 

for lunch.  

Orla McAlinden is the award-winning author of the collection The Accidental Wife. Her first 

novel The Flight of the Wren was published by Red Stag/ Mentor Press last week.  The novel 

won the Greenbean Novel Fair 2016 and the CD Lewis award 2016. Her second short story 

collection Full Of Grace is due January 2018.  

Adam Wyeth is an award-winning writer with three books published. His debut collection, 

Silent Music was Highly Commended by the Forward Poetry Prize. His latest collection The 

Art of Dying was an Irish Times Book of the Year. Adam’s plays have been produced in 

Ireland, Berlin and New York. He teaches creative writing online at adamwyeth.com.  

Niamh Boyce was Hennessy Irish Writer of the Year in 2012 and her poetry was highly 

commended by The Patrick Kavanagh Award. Her debut novel The Herbalist won Newcomer 

of the Year at the Irish Book Awards, was nominated for an IMPAC and won the Annie 

McHale Novel Award. Her poetry collection Inside the Wolf was published this summer.  

Aoibheann McCann, originally from Donegal, lives in Galway where she writes fiction, 

nonfiction and the occasional poem. Her work has been published in various literary 

journals. Marina, published by Wordsonthestreet in April 2018, is her first novel. Her first 

collection of short fiction will be published in 2019.  

Alice Kinsella is a poet from Dublin raised in Mayo. Her poetry has appeared or is 

forthcoming in Banshee, The Lonely Crowd, The Irish Times, Best New British and Irish Poets 

2018, and Poetry Ireland Review, among others. Her debut, Flower Press, was published in 

2018.   

Luke Clerkin is a prize-winning musician and songwriter. Known for his hooky melodies and 

abilities to create long lasting memories from his live performances. Luke has been quoted 

by many critics as 'one of the hardest working musicians in the country' and he is someone 

you don't want to miss! 

 



WORKSHOPS 

All workshops will take place from 10.30am-12.00pm in St Cronan’s Boys National School, 

Vevay Crescent, just off the Vevay Road in Bray. €10. 

 

WORKSHOP INFO: Saturday 29th September 2018 
 

 

WRITE FOR THE STAGE! 
 

Drama is the most challenging of all genres. In this workshop we’ll 
examine: how and where to begin; creating character; dramatic 
dialogue; power-relationships; and managing tension.  
 
David Butler is a full-time author whose plays have been winners of the 
Cork Arts Theatre Award, the Scottish Community Drama Award, the 
Bray One-Act Festival and British Theatre Challenge. His radio play Vigil 
was broadcast on RTE Radio One and was shortlisted for a ZeBBie 
Award, 2018. 

  

 POETRY: A WAY WITH WORDS 

Join Poetry NI’s Geraldine O’Kane and Colin Dardis for a poetry workshop designed to 
encourage and celebrate creativity. This workshop will provide the opportunity to 
experiment with writing in a supportive and constructive atmosphere, and is suitable for 
those already writing, or those who have a desire to write. Together, we will explore ideas 
and themes to draft and take home, as well as tips for honing your craft and creative 
process. 

 
Geraldine O’Kane is a poet, creative writing facilitator and mental 
health advocate. She co-runs Poetry NI, which includes editing 
Panning for Poems, a micro-poetry journal, and co-hosting Purely 
Poetry, a monthly open mic night run at the Crescent Arts Centre, 
Belfast. Her debut collection of poetry will be published by Salmon 
Poetry in June 2020. 
 
Colin Dardis is a poet, editor and arts coordinator from Northern 
Ireland. His work has been published widely throughout Ireland, the 
UK and the US. the x of y, his debut full-length collection, was released 
in May ’18 from Eyewear Publishing. Colin co-runs Poetry NI and is the 
online editor for Lagan Online.  
  



 
 
 

BEGINNERS FICTION  
 
How do you tell a story?  
If you’ve always wanted to write but didn’t know where to start, or if you’re returning to 
writing after some time away this beginner’s workshop is for you. Justine Carbery will help 
to trigger your imagination through practical, creative and fun exercises. 
 

 
Justine teaches Creative Writing at UCD and is a widely published 
short-story writer and journalist with the Sunday Independent, 
The Gloss and Image. She is the Editor-in-chief of the HCE Review, 
a prestigious online literary and arts journal. 
 
 

 
 

WORKSHOP INFO: Sunday 30th September 2018 
 

 

EXPLORING THE SHORT STORY 
 
Stories are favoured by beginning writers as shorter and therefore, it is presumed, easier 
than longer fiction. However, to write a good short story can be as difficult as composing a 
good poem, requiring focus, concentration and clarity. Short stories have been compared to 
impressionist paintings, the capture of a moment, a glimpse into a life or situation. But the 
range is as wide as the imagination of the writer. And while publishers have often been 
reluctant to publish short story collections, this is changing, with many excellent writers 
embracing a form so suited to the rush of modern life. In this workshop, participants will 
examine what makes a good story and attempt some flash fiction of their own. 

 
 
Susan Knight is a prize-winning short story writer and novelist. For 
many years she has taught Creative Writing at the People’s College, 
and in the past has taught at UCD’s Adult Education Department and 
at the Irish Writers’ Centre. 
  

  

 
 
 
 



 
 

WRITING AND WELLBEING 
 
Writing for Wellbeing is a reflective practise which enables you to clarify your ideas and 
process your experiences. This workshop is available to all. You don’t have to be a writer to 
gain from this, but it is however invaluable to writers at all levels of their writing to combat 
writers’ block and to regenerate skills. In this workshop Carolann Copland will concentrate 
on helping you to write through the senses and aid you in the practise of FREE-WRITING.  

 
Carolann Copland is the founder of Carousel Writers, offering 
writing experiences to writers of all ages and lifestyles in Ireland 
and Spain. To facilitate Indie Authors and to raise money for the 
charity Aware, she founded The Carousel Aware Prize for 
Independent Authors (The CAP Awards) in 2016. As well as 
facilitating writing workshops through her Carousel Writers’ Centre 
and Adult Education Centres, Carolann has enjoyed giving Readings, 
Talks and Workshops at festivals throughout Ireland. 

 
 
 
Workshops must be booked in advance: braylitfest@gmail.com and cost €10. 
 
Single events on Saturday and Sunday cost €5. Day Passes can be bought at events for €15 
and weekend passes for €25. These passes do not include workshops or the opening event 
in the Mermaid on Friday 28th. Tickets may be booked for this event here: 
https://www.mermaidartscentre.ie/whats-on/events/whats-hot-in-irish-writing (€10/8 
concession) 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to look at our programme. We hope to welcome you to 
many of our events, readings and workshops in September! 
 
Tanya, David and the team. 
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